50 Years of a Journey of Friendship

A Celebration of the Golden Jubilee of
Nostra Aetate

and

The Mission of the
Institute for Jewish-Catholic Relations
of Saint Joseph’s University
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SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL
DECLARATION ON THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS

NOSTRA AETATE

Proclaimed by His Holiness
BLESSED PAUL VI
on October 28, 1965

Nostra aetate, in qua genus humanum in dies arctius unitur et necessitudines inter
varios populos augentur, Ecclesia attentius considerat quae sit sua habitudo ad
religiones non-christianas. ...

In our time, when day by day humanity is being drawn closer together, and the ties
between different peoples are becoming stronger, the Church examines more closely
her relationship to non-Christian religions. ...

[After many centuries, these words began a new relationship between Jews and Catholics:|

As this sacred council searches into the mystery of the Church, it recalls the spiritual
ties that link the people of the new covenant to Abraham's stock.

The Church keeps ever in mind the words of the Apostle [Paul] about his kin: "theirs is
the sonship, to them belong the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises ..." (Rom. 9:4-5)

God holds the Jews most dear for the sake of the patriarchs; God does not take back
the gifts God gives or the calls God issues—such is the witness of the Apostle. In
company with the Prophets and the same Apostle, the Church awaits that day, known
to God alone, on which all peoples will address God in a single voice and "serve the
Lord shoulder to shoulder" (Zeph. 3:9).

The Jews should not be presented as rejected or accursed by God, as if this followed
from the Holy Scriptures. All should see to it that in catechetical work or in the
preaching of the word of God they do not teach anything that does not conform to
the truth of the Gospel and the spirit of Christ.

In her rejection of every persecution against any person, the Church, mindful of the
legacy she shares with the Jews and moved not by political reasons but by the Gospel's
spiritual love, decries hatred, persecutions, displays of antisemitism, directed against
Jews at any time and by anyone.

Since the spiritual legacy common to Christians and Jews is so great, this sacred council
wants to foster and recommend that mutual understanding and respect which is the
fruit, above all, of biblical and theological studies as well as of fraternal dialogues.
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“Qur journey of
friendship represents
one of the fruits of the
Second Vatican
Council, and
particularly of the
Declaration Nostra
Aetate, whose fiftieth
anniversary we
celebrate. | am
convinced that the
progress which has
been made in recent
decades in the
relationship between
Jews and Catholics has
been a genuine gift of
God, one of those
great works for which
we are called to bless
his holy name."

- Pope Francis

1. Saint John Paul I, Address on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising," (April 6, 1993).

2. Psalm 133
3. Pope Francis, "Address to the Chief Rabbis of Israel" (May 26, 2014).




