WHY MAJOR IN EDUCATION?
Educators shape future generations each day. Being a teacher takes more than a desire to help others learn and grow
into successful adults. Understanding human psychology, problem solving and having leadership skills all contribute to
making a positive impact on a student.
Career Opportunities
Once field experiences have been completed, student teaching allows majors to take all they’ve learned in the
classroom and apply it to classrooms in the region.
Skill Sets Acquired
Early childhood education goes beyond learning the basics of reading and arithmetic. Saint Joseph’s program delves into
the many psychological, emotional and mental developments that contribute to the learning process, equipping
graduates with the insights needed to make the greatest impact in the classroom. Foundation courses in elementary
education cover child development, social/emotional motor development, and cognition and learning.
Elementary education majors explore subjects including: reading literature, enhancing curriculum using technology, and
re‐examining math, science, social studies and the arts. Students at SJU are required to participate in field experiences –
formal school events that provide interaction with students under the supervision of current teachers and
administrators.
In addition to the foundations of elementary education, students in this track will learn the importance of assessment
and evaluation in education and social and motor development, among other developmental areas. Examinations of
high incidence disabilities, behavioral disorders and teaching in an inclusive environment are paired with real‐world
student teaching experience to put theory into practice. Saint Joseph’s addresses the moral challenges that arise,
especially when educating students with disabilities, and helps students prepare to address real‐world problems as
leaders and educators.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EDUCATION MAJOR:
University Catalog: A list of all required courses for the major is available online at
http://www.sju.edu/int/academics/catalogs/index.htm
Department Website: http://www.sju.edu/int/academics/cas/education/index.html
WHAT CAN I DO WITH A MAJOR IN EDUCATION? i
Whatever you put your mind to. Following are descriptions of just a few of the careers you might pursue:
Distance Learning Coordinators: Coordinate day‐to‐day operations of distance learning programs and schedule courses.
Education Administrators, Preschool and Childcare Center/Program: Plan, direct, or coordinate the academic and
nonacademic activities of preschool and childcare centers or programs.

Elementary School Teachers, Except Special Education: Teach students basic academic, social, and other formative skills
in public or private schools at the elementary level.
Special Education Teachers, Kindergarten and Elementary School: Teach elementary school subjects to educationally
and physically handicapped students. Includes teachers who specialize and work with audibly and visually handicapped
students and those who teach basic academic and life processes skills to the mentally impaired.
A CLOSER LOOK AT GRADUATES WITH DEGREES IN EDUCATION ii

Education Majors' Chosen Industries
Retail/Consumer
Products
13%

Education
87%

HERE’S A SAMPLING OF POSITIONS OUR GRADUATES HAVE ACCEPTED:
Kindergarten Teacher
Emotional Support Teacher
Teacher

MS Special Education Teacher
4th Grade Teacher
HS Special Education Teacher

Inclusion Teacher

ORGANIZATIONS THAT HIRE OUR GRADUATES INCLUDE:
Knowledge Learning Centers
School District of Philadelphia

Pine Hill Middle School
Washington Twp. Board of Ed.
New Foundation Charter School

J.F. Cooper Elementary School
Clearview Regional High School

FURTHER ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR MAJOR AND CAREER OPTIONS
The Career Development Center can help you with the process of choosing a major and exploring your career options.
For assistance, please call 610‐660‐3100 to schedule an appointment to meet with a Career Counselor.
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