
COSTA RICA: Experiential Learning Through a Multicultural, 
Geographic, and Environmental Experience 
 
EDU 3385 

Costa Rica is a unique Spanish/English speaking, democratic Latin American country that has 
gained international recognition for the preservation of their natural environment and 
educational system.  This course is designed to be experiential in nature for teachers and 
administrators levels K-12.  Participants will interact and have discussions with local people 
learning about their language, food, culture, government, and educational system.  We will 
explore many of their varied ecosystems contained in their mountainous areas, jungles, rivers, 
and Pacific coastline, as well as the flora and fauna that exists there.  The first focus of the 
course will be on learning how to bring experiential learning into the classroom and school 
curriculum, building a classroom environment conducive to learning by looking at developing 
acceptable group dynamics and acceptance of cultural diversities. Secondly we will study Costa 
wƛŎŀΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
resources.  Thirdly, time will be spent on development of the whole student, including trust, 
relationship development, and the need of physical activity for emotional, mental, and physical 
health. This will be accomplished experientially with guided hiking/bus tours, 2 day white water 
rafting trip, canopy tours, sunset whale/dolphin watch &snorkeling cruise, and cultural events.  
Readings will be provided, lecture and discussion time with local presenters is planned.  Trip 
includes: low ropes course day, lodging, transportation, all meals, fees for guides/presenters, 
whitewater rafting trip, cruise, tips, and all entrance fees. 
 
Reservations & Payment Procedures: 
 
To register for graduate credit please contact the Learning Institute.  For all other 
information, itinerary, and questions please contact: 
D. Craig Erb, Experiential Dynamics, Inc. 
E-mail:            expdyn@msn.com 
Phone:            (610) 280-9280      
Address:        699 Stonegate Court, West Chester, PA 19380 
Registration with Learning Institute for 3 graduate credits - $780 or $750 before early-bird 
deadline. 
 
Additional costs: 
Land Costs: ϷмпллΦлл ŦƻǊ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ   Companions welcome 
for $1500.00 for the first 6 requests.  (all land costs are based on double occupancy)  Trip is 
limited to 30 total participants.   

50% deposit due: April 18, 2008 
Balance due: May 16, 2008 

mailto:expdyn@msn.com


Airfare costs: Additional cost, but will be arranged in a group package by course instructors if 
desired. Approximate cost: $580.00. Tickets must be purchased by May 16, 2008.  Payment 
made to Instructor Craig Erb. 

  
  

CRAIG ERB has been in the field of education for over 20 years. He has worked 
Project Adventure in Massachusetts and also with Outward Bound. He is 
currently teaching at the Vanguard Adventures, which is an adventure based 
program that does work with businesses, teachers in both public and private 
schools and universities.  
  
  
  

  
For additional information or to register: 
Phone: (800) 843-3459 
Fax: (610) 660-3230 
Email : mbeiter@sju.edu 
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