Drug Awareness and Identification: Use and
Abuse in Schools (4-12)

EDU 3315

Drugs have been a problem in our schools since the 1960's, however the drugs available today
are much more dangerous, deadly and addictive than ever before. Experimental use is starting
at an alarmingly early age. This course will focus on all aspects of drug awareness and drug
identification available both on the street and over-the counter. It will examine how these
drugs affect the body and how to recognize its effects. We will discuss the manufacture and
distribution of these drugs, how they are brought into the school environment, and steps that
can be taken to reduce their use. Lastly, this course will examine the various drug laws and
policies so that teachers, nurses, and counselors can maximize the anti-drug effort in their
school community.

Specifically, participants will learn to:

understand how the use of drugs impact the daily lives of all involved

e be able to identify drugs of abuse along with their paraphernalia and packaging

¢ identify the behavioral and symptomatic signs that are present in individuals who are
"under the influence"

e learn how a person becomes addicted and the implications that are caused by addiction

e be familiar with laws that impact school policies and procedures

e become aware of various types of intervention programs available on a school level

e be able to implement the tools acquired in class to their respective schools
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